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the Dred Scott decision by the Supreme Court, the repeal of
the Missouri Compromise, the border ruffian disturbances, the
fiery debates in the halls of Congress relating to the extension
of slavery in the new States. All these subjects were dis-
cussed by us youngsters. We took sides, naturally, and the
State from which the youngster came determined his attitude
toward a subject.

Among one or two of the midshipmen from the Southern
States were heard unsuppressed mutterings of a Southern Con-
federacy arising, with Jefferson Davis as its President, but none
dreamed then that this suggestion was more than a "bluff'7 to
induce greater concessions from the North. It was believed
by the more conservative that some common ground could and
would be found upon which both sections could stand on the
disturbing issues of that day. Nobody imagined that war be-
tween the States was possible, or that any of the issues under
consideration could make such a result possible in a land where
love of home and the traditions of Washington's career burned
so brightly in ,the hearts of his countrymen.

Our diplomas of graduation releasing us from the control
and discipline of the academy were given to us on the 10th
of June, 1860. These were supplemented by a warrant as mid-
shipman in the Navy bearing the signature of James Buchanan,
and these again were soon followed by orders to sea from Isaac
Toucey, Secretary of the Navy. The moment to which all of
us had looked forward so longingly had come. We were to
separate on service which was to carry us to the four quar-
ters of the globe.

Recollections of the happy days spent at our alma mater
and its warm friendships which had ripened after an associa-
tion of four years of study, drill and work, brightened many
hours afterward which the monotony of our life at sea would
have made irksome as we drifted further and further apart
on our way to the various fields of service assigned, to stand
guard on the frontiers of civilization over the interests of our
countrymen, domiciled in those far-off parts of the world under
treaty rights.

The writer has always recalled with sincere pleasure the
teachings and example given in the instruction in those days